5-DAY
FOREST EDUCATOR
TRAINING
course information
Join us on a learning retreat - Live at our forest school
farm property for five days while immersing yourself in a
gentle and positive learning experience. You will leave
feeling inspired and invigorated by practical lessons,
thoughtful conversations, and good food. Experts in te ao
māori, bushcraft, outdoor survival, and education will
share knowledge guided by lead instructor Dani Lebo.
Running concurrently with our holiday program, this is
truly a course where you will get to see, play, and learn
first-hand. We will explore a variety of urban, rural, beach,
and forest settings while improving our outdoor skills. We
will dive deep into how your teaching can work towards
decolonization,equitable access, and the deconstruction
of barriers between learner and teacher.
Kaupapa

We have developed this course in response to the need for a forest school teacher training that has
been developed in a NZ context for a NZ audience. The course is a mix of theory and practice, with
the opportunity to see our holiday program in action. Course numbers will be limited to a small group
of learners.

When is it?

The course will run for 5 days, Monday 10am through Friday 7pm during April school holidays. We will
confirm the start date soon, but it will either be 16th April or 23rd April, 2021.

Who are the instructors?

Lead instructor: Dani Lebo. Dani holds a Masters in International Education, a Post-Grad Diploma of
Teaching (Primary), a BA in International & Intercultural Studies, and is currently working towards her
Level 5 in Te Reo Māori. She has worked as a guide and outdoor educator in NZ and the US. She
currently is employed as the forest educator at Whanganui Intermediate School and has delivered
nature immersion programs & trainings to ECE centres and primary schools across Aotearoa.
Guest instructors: Guest instructors in te ao māori, bushcraft, and storytelling to be confirmed.

Who is the course for?

Nature education practitioners. It is aimed at teachers & kaiako at the ECE, Primary, Intermediate and
Secondary levels. This includes qualified teachers, nature educators, playcentre whanau, and
unqualified teachers. You don’t need to be currently teaching.

What will we cover?

The ECO School program design and practice
Weaving Te Ao Maori into your program
Health and Safety practices & Risk Management
Developing meaningful daily routines
Outdoor Skills
Bushcraft
Storytelling
Decolonization and Equity in Forest Schooling
Removing barriers in schools/centres
How do I actually do this as a profession?

What is included in the price?

Price:

$1500
There is a $150 non-refundable
deposit. Payment plan for the
remaining balance must be confirmed
before the start of the course.

All learning materials & handouts
Food (yay!). Our amazing caterer can accommodate all dietary needs. All meals are included from
morning tea on Monday through breakfast on Saturday.
Rooms. We will stay on-site in shared accommodation (2-3 per room). Camping on-site is also an
option if preferred. You can stay off-site at your own expense, but this will not reduce the price.
One 6-month follow-on consultation with Dani to consolidate learning and ask any new questions.

Is this certificate recognized by NZQA?

There is currently no forest school teaching certificate that sits on the NZ Qualifications Framework
(as far as I know). Upon completion of this course you will get a certificate from The ECO School saying
that you have completed a 40-hour Nature Educator training.

Can my children (or partner) come along?

We encourage you to prioritize your own learning. Children are not permitted at the course, but
infants in arms are allowed. If childcare is a barrier, children ages 5-13 can be enrolled in our holiday
program, with a surcharge for room and board. Partners are welcome to stay at the farm while you
are on the course and pay for room & board, or provide a work exchange on the farm.
To maximise your learning, we suggest that you attend without children or partners in-tow.

Pre-requisites:

· Background working in a teaching or kaiako role is preferred.
· Current First Aid Certificate, or plans to take one.
· There will be several short readings sent to you before the course to help us start with a shared
understanding.

How do I enroll?

Fill in the google form and pay a non-refundable deposit of $150. We will then contact you to set up a
payment plan for the remaining balance.

